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UNICEF Representative Silvia Danailov speaks with a young 
boy supported by UNICEF to reunite with family.

Together, we will seize this moment in 
history to reimagine a better future for 
children in Senegal. Because kids don’t 
stop growing… even as the world 
stands still.

Letter from UNICEF 
Representative
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Now, in mid-2021, Senegal is racing to contain the third 
wave of the pandemic and mitigate its harshest impacts 
on vulnerable children. Across the country, families have 
lost loved ones, livelihoods and assets, plans and imagined 
futures. But we also confirmed our connectedness as 
humans, our resilience in communities and our ability 
to share lessons across the globe. We have supported 
COVID-19 vaccination and reinforced capacities to deliver 
essential services for children such as health, nutrition, 
education, protection and water, hygiene and sanitation, 
safely. We also witnessed unprecedented global solidarity 
to tackle the epidemic and have fostered more inclusive 
participation of all actors including Youth, the Private 
Sector and Civil Society in the emergency response.

Although hard hit – Senegal continues to fare better than 
many countries globally. UNICEF is proud to have played 
a key role in the extraordinary efforts made to protect 
the most vulnerable. The country has become a model 
for other countries in terms of early planning in oxygen 
therapies, as well as in risk communication and social 
mobilization led by adolescents and youth.

It has been a privilege for UNICEF to accompany the 
Government of Senegal through the first, second and 
now third laps of the multi-year marathon – balancing 
disruption with innovation, loss with gratitude and hope 
for the future. It is clear that Senegal is not only adapting 
but transforming through the pandemic. I am certain that 
our collective efforts are building the foundation for a 

For many, recalling Senegal’s first COVID-19 case feels 
like a lifetime ago, and the subsequent months a blur. 
But certain moments stand out in sharp relief for me, as 
if they were yesterday. I remember the heavy, sinking 
feeling as I recognized the innumerable and inevitable 
effects the pandemic would have on all, and in particular 
children and vulnerable families across the country. And 
I remember realizing that despite our hopes and plans 
for 2020, this new crisis would define the year and reset 
priorities for several years to come.

better, more resilient and more equitable future. A future 
in which every girl and boy, women and man in Senegal 
are better protected not only against COVID-19, but 
against the next epidemic or emergency. Because kids 
don’t stop growing… even as the world stands still.

In the spirit of good partnership

Silvia Danilov
UNICEF Representative

Letter from UNICEF Representative
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For many of Senegal’s children,  
the onset of the COVID-19  
pandemic changed everything.

How did COVID-19 
impact children  
in Senegal?
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Meanwhile, almost every household in Senegal was 
affected by restrictions designed to contain the first 
wave. While the strict measures were largely successful 
in limiting the spread of the virus, they also affected 
key sectors of the economy, disrupted supply chains 
and markets, and affected both the demand for, and 
availability of, social services. Essentially, COVID-19 
impacted almost every aspect of life, particularly in the 
first quarter of 2020, which we now recognize as the first 
“leg” in a multi-year, planet-wide marathon to outpace 
the pandemic. With the closure of schools and disruption 
of many basic services, child protection mechanisms also 
lapsed, triggering a crisis for children with considerable 
socio-economic costs.

Since the first identified case on 2 March 2020 until 13 
July 2021, more than 1,200 people have lost their lives1, 
meaning that too many boys and girls suffered the tragic 
and permanent loss of a grandparent, parent, caregiver 
or loved one. More than 46,860 persons tested positive2, 
implying that and even greater number of loved ones 
might have fallen ill, making it hard for them to care for 
family, keep plans or sustain employment.

Now, in the third quarter of 2021, Senegal suffers worst 
surge in COVID-19 cases as delta variant spurs third wave 
of pandemic, while only 567,908 people3 had received at 
least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. The pandemic 
revealed many concerning gaps in the country’s capacity 
for preparedness, emergency response and the delivery 
of routine social services during crisis – gaps that must be 
urgently addressed. It also deepened existing deprivations 
and advanced national dialogue on how to the care for 
the poorest and most vulnerable in society. Pandemic 
responses also highlighted the growing digital divide, and 
the threat of further social exclusion as more and more 
services and opportunities migrate online, leaving a large 
part of society out of the conversation.

The economic impacts of COVID-19 remain a real concern 
not just for poorer families, but for the nation as a whole. 
Prior to the crisis, Senegal had dynamic fiscal and a 
positive macroeconomic outlook. GDP growth averaged 
around 6 per cent between 2014-2019 and inflation 
was below the West Africa Economic and Monetary 
Union threshold (3%)4, ranking Senegal among the best 
performing countries in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

The COVID-19 crisis however, brought key sectors of 
the economy (i.e. retail trade, textiles, construction, 

extractive industries and tourism) to a grinding halt. 
The economic growth rate declined to 1.5 per cent 
of GDP5 by the year’s end leading to widespread 
unemployment and income losses; price hikes for 
basic necessities and a sharp decline in remittances 
(representing 10 per cent of GDP before the COVID-19 
crisis)6.

By mid-2020, the effects were clear: belts across 
the country tightened, including for adolescents 
and young children. More than 8 out of 10 people 
suffered a loss of income and some 3 out of 10 people 
reported reducing the size of their meals per week7. 
The pandemic had a direct impact on: 

Child survival and development

Education

Protection of children from violence,  
abuse and exploitation

Background

1 Suivi de COVID-19 au Senegal en temps réél. See: Ministere de la Santé et de l’Action Sociale
2 Ministère de la Sante et de l’Action Sociale

3 Ministere de la Santé et de l’Action Sociale  
4 UEMOA; Convergence criteria

5 Ministry of Economy, Planning and Cooperation; 2021
6 Accelerated and Adjusted Priority Action Plan II of the Emerging Senegal Plan (PAP2A)
7 Le Nestour et al., 2020

The signs that children 
will bear the scars of the 
pandemic for years to 
come are unmistakable.
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Overall, there was a six-fold increase in the estimated 
number of people at risk of food and nutrition insecurity. 
Now, in the second quarter of 2021, some 4.2 million 
vulnerable people are considered food insecure – a trend 
that threatens to reverse the progress Senegal made in 
reducing stunting of children under five years old (from 
18.8 per cent in 2018 to 17.9 per cent in 2019).8 Since 
a stunted child can suffer irreversible limitations in their 
physical, cognitive and social development, this is an 
urgent national concern. 

Children also suffered negative health impacts related to 
the pandemic due to the restrictions or a reluctance to 
seek care. As infections rose, the number of sick children 
seeking medical consultations in the second quarter of 
2020 decreased by 42 per cent compared to the same 
period in 20199. Home births also increased by 20 per 
cent10 in 202011, putting mothers and newborns at risk. 
Vaccine coverage of Measles and rubella also decreased 
from 92 per cent in January to 85 per cent in June 

2020, raising alarm12. Although coverage bounced back 
to 95 per cent in the second semester13 (with support 
from UNICEF and other key partners), it is clear that the 
pandemic posed a threat to the survival of children, even 
when they were not the primary hosts of symptomatic 
infections. 

Compounding the potential rise in malnutrition due to 
food insecurity, community-based nutrition programmes, 
including growth monitoring and micronutrient 
supplementation, were interrupted for four months due 
to COVID-19. There was also a 20 per cent drop in new 
admissions for the treatment of severe wasting of children 
under five in the second quarter of 2020, compared to 
2019. Positively, advocacy and support from UNICEF for 
the screening and treatment of severe wasting helped to 
boost new admissions during the latter half of the year. 
However, even short gaps in services can have lasting 
impacts on the survival and health of young children.

More than concerns for their physical health, the wellbeing 
and development of children was impacted as their daily 
schedule of schooling was interrupted. Prolonged school 
closures affected more than 3.5 million learners (47 per 
cent boys, 53 per cent girls)14 – not including the 1.5 
million children who were already out of school before 
the pandemic. 

Although all schools progressively reopened between 
June and November 2020, and various initiatives were 
taken to restore learning continuity, ensure safe learning 
spaces, and mitigate negative impacts on enrolment 
and participation; the loss of on-site learning had a huge 
impact on motivation, learning outcomes and home life 
for both parents and children. 

The negative impact of 
prolonged school closure 
on enrolments and 
learning outcomes are 
likely to be felt over the 
next years to come and to 
hinder progress towards 
the attainment of SDG4.

8 EDS /DHS (EDS 2017 and 2018) 
9 District Health Information System (DHIS2) 2019 and 2020 
10 District Health Information System (DHIS2) 2019 and 2020 
11 DHS2018

12 District Health Information System (DHIS2) 2019 and 2020 
13 District Health Information System (DHIS2) 2019 and 2020 
14 RNSE, 2019

Child survival and development

Education
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Violence against children is a universal concern, both 
within and outside emergency situations, in every country. 
Like in other nations, the stress induced by the reduction 
of household purchasing power and the confinement 
measures in Senegal increased the risk of violence, abuse 
and exploitation at home, in institutions and on the street 
– and particularly for girls. A rapid survey on the effect 
of the COVID-19 crisis’ effects on households showed 
that some 27 per cent of men and women reported an 
increase in violence within their households in 202015. 
Over one year there was also a 169 per cent increase 
in the total number of survivors of violence accessing 
services within one year (from 2,109 in 2019 to 5,496 in 
2020). Nearly 15,000 girls aged 15-17 years old reported 
experiencing sexual violence (2.9 per cent) in 201916 and 
the figures are expected to be higher for 2020.

COVID-19 also renewed concern for the situation of 
children living and/or working on the streets, separated 
from their parents and/or living in unhealthy and 
dangerous living conditions. 14.7% per cent of children 
under 18 in Senegal17 live separated from both parents. 
Not only are children in street situations more likely to 
be exposed to the virus than other children, but they 
often lack the support necessary to treat illness and 
connect to protective services. They also face a greater 
risk of experiencing violence, employing negative coping 
mechanisms or being forced into begging and other 
forms of exploitation.

The COVID-19 pandemic remains far from over, and 
many direct and indirect effects are still to be realized and 
fully understood. Although containment efforts continue, 
it is worth taking stock of progress to date, celebrating 
achievements and identifying immediate priorities. The 
first leg of the multi-year marathon provides numerous 
examples of good practice and lessons learned.

UNICEF, as a critical partner on the ground and at the 
upstream level in support of the Government of Senegal, 
is privileged to have contributed to the collective efforts.

Protection of children from 
violence, abuse and exploitation

14 RNSE, 2019
15 Joint rapid assessment of the impact of the COVID-19 with a gender perspective, jointly implemented by UN Women, OHCHR, the National Agency of Statistics and Demography and UNICEF, 2020 :  
 https://data.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/documents/Publications/RAPPORT_RGA_UN_WOMEN_SENEGAL.pdf
16 DHS, 2019
17 DHS, 2019
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“I learned of the pregnancy at 6 months” 
says Aisha, “I am currently at 8 months 
of pregnancy. I haven’t heard from my 
parents since this situation started.”

“
Since the outbreak of COVID-19, emerging data 
and reports from those on the front lines, have 
shown that all types of violence against women 
and girls, particularly domestic violence, has 
intensified. Aisha, 16 years old, was raped by her 
uncle during the COVID-19 confinement.
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The Headlines:

The reality for families:

46,860
Persons in Senegal testing  
positive to COVID-1918

1128
Lives lost to COVID-19

8 out of 10
Persons suffered a loss of income

600%
Increase in the number of people 
at risk of food and nutrition security

20%
First quarter 2020 Increase in the 
number of home births

3.5 million
Total number of learners affected 
by school closures during 202019

76% women
Declared being psychologically 
impacted by the crisis

68% men
Declared being psychologically 
impacted by the crisis

27%
Of men and women reported an increase 
in violence in their households 169%

Increase in survivors of sexual 
violence accessing services

3 out of 10
Reduced the size of their meals  
per week

42%
First quarter 2020 Decrease in the 
number of sick children seeking 
medical consultations

At a Glance: COVID-19 Impacts

18 July 13 data source Ministere de la Santé et de l’Action Sociale
19 This figure is NOT including 1.5 million children already out of school before the pandemic

Access to health and 
nutrition services have 
been disrupted– including 
routine vaccinations,” she 
said, “since the start of 
the pandemic parents and 
caregivers were afraid to 
bring their children to the 
health centers. We have 
seen a significant decline in 
consultations for children.”

“
The Casamance region of southern 
Senegal was a hotspot for 
COVID-19. 

Binta, a nurse in the Regional 
Hospital of Sedhiou, worked hard 
to mitigate the impact of the 
pandemic on children.
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Clear, consistent and simple messaging was key to prevention

Infection prevention and controls were rapidly implemented

Critical health and nutrition services were maintained

Learning never stopped

Children most at risk received special protection

Vulnerable families were reached with social assistance

Looking back, it is clear that: 

The unprecedented situation in Senegal was  
matched with an extraordinary response.  
From the onset of the crisis in March 2020,  
UNICEF Senegal has worked in lockstep with the 
Government of Senegal to mitigate the pandemic’s 
harshest impacts on the most vulnerable boys and  
girls, adolescents and youth. 

Across the country, national and local authorities joined 
forces with UN Agencies, major development partners, 
civil society organisations, private sector business 
partners, youth groups, artists, community leaders, boys, 
girls, women and men to arrest the spread of COVID-19. 
Collective efforts represent some of the most significant 
social mobilization efforts to date.

What has been  
done so far?
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The early, decisive and transparent measures taken by 
the Government of Senegal to contain the first wave 
were largely successful. Public health policies and social 
restrictions prevented the worst-case scenarios from 
materializing and protected the fragile health system.

In fact, Senegal’s COVID-19 caseload in 2020 was among 
the lowest per capita in the world, suggesting that the 
country has lessons to share with other nations. 

The widespread, systematic, simple and persistent 
public messaging in support of essential measures 
was recognized as a global best practice. Foreign Policy 
magazine ranked Senegal’s pandemic response second 
out of the 36 governments in its Global COVID-19 
Response Index, with the Senegalese government 
scoring highest for communication. 

UNICEF also used its convening power to bring together 
a diverse array of stakeholders, community-based 
organizations such as the Senegalese Red Cross, religious 
leaders, women, youth and artists to raise awareness of 
the risks. Overall, some 10,000 volunteers were trained in 
methods to communicate risk related to COVID-19 and to 
better engage their communities in prevention activities. 
Over 144,100 volunteers were mobilized to conduct 
activities and close to 4000 U-Reporters (youth who 
provide critical information on issues in their communities 
in order to coordinate and inspire change), conducted 
preventive measures. Overall, more than 1.3 million 
people are estimated to have been reached with some 
form of risk communication - through radio, television, 
online messaging or pamphlets, or other mediums.

In addition to technical assistance, UNICEF provided 
tangible support in the form of essential medical 
equipment and hygiene products to front-line workers. 
Over 7,400 health staff received supplies (such as personal 
protective equipment, masks, respirators, ventilators and 
oxygen concentrators) procured and distributed with 
UNICEF support. Some 16 COVID-19 treatment centres 
(11 health centres and 5 hospitals) in 10 regions received 
critical medical equipment and hygiene supplies, enabling 
the management of approximately 5,000 cases to date.

Some 886 health facilities received WASH supplies, 
making proper hygiene possible for health workers and 
patients. This was accompanied by the installation of 974 
large-size public handwashing stands with soap in health 

structures, isolation centres and other high-risk places, 
accompanied by demonstrations of their use and proper 
handwashing methods with soap. 

Outside of institutions, directly in communities, some 
1,740 village leaders were trained on UNICEF’s approach 
to Community-Led Total Sanitation, an innovative 
methodology that mobilizes communities to set their 
own priorities for elimination of open defecation and 
employment of good hygiene practices. Out of the 870 
villages that initiated a response, some 740 villages and 
two municipalities were declared Open Defecation Free. 

According to the World Bank20,  24.1 per cent of 
Senegal’s rural population were practicing open 
defecation in 2017. Contact with human waste 
can cause diseases such as cholera, typhoid, 
hepatitis, polio, diarrhoea and worm infestation. 
For children, diarrhoea is the second leading cause 
of under-five mortality globally and one of the key 
factors contributing to stunting. UNICEF supports 
governments and partners around the world to put 
a stop to open defecation through community-led 
initiatives that not only build and maintain sanitation 
systems but encourage the local population to take 
charge of their own behaviour.

Beydi Diop, UNICEF’s WASH specialist based in Kolda 
is a strong believer and patient advocate for the 
approach. Sitting with regional and local sanitation 
services and heads of villages in the town of Bloc 
Chantier, ‘’It’s important for the people to feel the 
necessity themselves,” Beydi says, “each village will 
build with materials according to its own means. The 
process is linked to dignity and appropriation. If we 
come and impose latrines on the population then 
maybe they wouldn’t use them.’’

Clear, consistent and simple messaging  
was key to COVID-19 prevention

Infection prevention and controls were 
rapidly implemented

31The race against Covid-19: Outpacing the pandemic for children in Senegal

CLICK HERE for more information on UNICEF’s support to Community-led Total Sanitation

CLICK HERE for more information on UNICEF’s  
support in Water, Hygiene and Sanitation

This means that over 313,775 people 
committed to doing their part to create 
a clean and hygienic environment that 
protects everyone against disease.

20 https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.STA.ODFC.RU.ZS?locations=SN

https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/08/06/the-covid-19-global-response-index/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/08/06/the-covid-19-global-response-index/
https://www.ifrc.org/en/what-we-do/where-we-work/africa/senegalese-red-cross-society/
https://www.unicef.org/wca/stories/how-unicef-senegal-supporting-community-end-open-defecation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CBaGrGOUeIQ
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The pandemic was a shock to the health system, its 
network of facilities, supply chains and workers. Thanks 
to the strong ‘on-the-ground’ support and technical 
assistance from UNICEF, WHO and other development 
partners, the Ministry of Health was able to mitigate 
major disruptions to critical services for children. 

For example, after vaccination coverage dipped to 85 per 
cent of its targets for the second quarter of 2020, Senegal 
recovered a 95 per cent coverage rate for the first dose of 
measles/rubella and 96 per cent coverage of the Penta 3 
vaccine (protection against diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis) 
by the end of 2020. To achieve this result safely, UNICEF 
worked with government at national and local levels, 
WHO and other partners to update the ‘Reach Each 
Child’ plans targeting low performing districts, conduct 
catch-up immunization activities and adapt protocols to 
the COVID-19 context (e.g. by reducing the number of 
children present for each vaccination session). 

The innovative ‘Scaling Pneumonia Response 
INnovaTions’ (SPRINT) initiative, supported by UNICEF, 
was rolled-out in five districts of the Kolda, Thies 
and Dakar regions. This project enhances the quality 
of pneumonia treatment by boosting availability of 
antibiotics and oxygen therapy in decentralised health 
facilities. Since COVID-19 causes pneumonia, this special 
initiative also became essential in the wider life-saving 
response to the pandemic. By the end of March 2021, 
SPRINT had delivered antibiotics to 157 health facilities 
and new oxygen equipment to 64 health facilities. Further 
training of 425 health care workers enabled life-saving 
oxygen treatments to be provided to over 379 patients, 
including 90 COVID-19 patients. Encouraged by the great 
results of the first phase, the government will scale this 
model through the country using domestic resources, in 
partnership with UNICEF with Air Liquide and PATH.

UNICEF also supported the government to minimize 
disruptions to essential nutrition services and multi-
sectoral nutrition-sensitive programmes. With UNICEF 
support, over 1.5 million children received two doses of 
Vitamin A Supplementation (VAS) in 2020 through routine 
services. This is an incredible feat, although below the 
target and the 1.75 million reached in 2019 due to the 
challenges of delivery during the pandemic and a shift in 
the VAS strategy.

Some 6,179 children under five were given life-saving 
therapeutic feeding in the first quarter of 2021. This is a 
7.3 per cent increase from the same period in 2020 – but 
not yet a return to the admission levels pre-COVID-19. In 
addition to providing Ready-to Use Therapeutic Food and 
supporting the decentralization of treatment programmes; 
UNICEF, Action Against Hunger and USAID piloted a joint 
intervention for nutrition screening by community actors 
and documented the approach for scale-up. 

UNICEF’s advocacy also secured additional domestic 
funding for nutrition supplies through the Global Financing 
Facility and solidified a strategic partnership with ‘Alive 
and Thrive’, as part of the Economic Community of 
West African States. This multi-country initiative should 
increase early initiation of breastfeeding and develop 
breastfeeding support interventions. In 2020, just 41 per 
cent of children less than 6 months old were exclusively 
breastfed, far below the 50 per cent target established by 
the 2025 World Health Assembly. 

Besides creating challenges for the delivery of services, 
COVID-19 also created disincentives for people to seek 
care. UNICEF has there conducted local and mass 
communication campaigns to encourage usage of 
routine health and nutrition services and health-seeking 
practices. Some 100,000 families were reached through 
20,000 integrated home visits.

I had been trained to use oxygen therapy during my 
studies, but that was a long time ago.“
Through the innovative SPRINT project, UNICEF initiated training sessions at 
health clinics across Senegal, to help health workers better plan, install,  
use and maintain their new oxygen therapy equipment. Madame Kanoute, 
the head midwife Sikilo Ouest Health described how the SPRINT training 
helped her measure the oxygen saturation of the newborn baby and when it 
was 93 per cent, she was able to ensure that there was no further danger.

To understand the potential of SPRINT to improve oxygen systems in Senegal CLICK HERE

Critical health and nutrition services 
were maintained

https://www.who.int/csr/don/archive/country/sen/en/
https://www.sante.gouv.sn/
https://www.afro.who.int/sites/default/files/2018-02/Feb%202018_Reaching%20Every%20District%20(RED)%20English%20F%20web%20v3.pdf
https://www.afro.who.int/sites/default/files/2018-02/Feb%202018_Reaching%20Every%20District%20(RED)%20English%20F%20web%20v3.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/innovation/productinnovation/SPRINT
https://www.airliquide.com/
https://www.path.org/where-we-work/senegal/
https://www.actionagainsthunger.org/countries/africa/senegal
https://www.usaid.gov/senegal
https://www.aliveandthrive.org/where-we-work/west-africa
https://www.aliveandthrive.org/where-we-work/west-africa
https://www.who.int/nutrition/publications/globaltargets2025_policybrief_breastfeeding/en/
https://www.unicef.org/supply/stories/sprint-during-pandemic-stop-pneumonia
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Nima two years and six months old was admitted to a UNICEF supported Integrated 
Management of Acute Malnutrition (IMAM) programme on 27 may 2021.

When she arrived to the center, she weighed 4.2 kg with measurement of upper arms 
circumference (MUAC) 106mm and height 63 cm. The further tests and examination 
at sedhiou primary health care center confirmed the diagnosis of severe wasting with 
complications.

Wasting is an extreme form of malnutrition which results in a child being too thin for 
his/her height. Given the impact this condition has on the immune system, it carries an 
immediate increased risk of death.

Nima received an appropriate care and started gaining weight. Her mother was happy to 
see her daughter slowly recovering. As she recalled, her daughter was going skinny day 
by day, was refusing to eat anything, nothing was working on her luck.
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Globally, the COVID-19 vaccine effort is the largest 
vaccine supply operation in history. UNICEF is 
leading the procurement effort on behalf of the Global 
COVAX Facility, and supporting countries to plan and 
implement their campaigns, along with the Coalition 
for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), the 
Vaccine Alliance (GAVI), WHO and the World Bank. 
With UNICEF’s assistance, Senegal was one of the 
first countries to receive vaccines through COVAX.

The country received its first batch of COVID-19 
vaccines in March 2021. The country received a 
total of 1,123,800 doses of WHO-approved vaccines, 
including two deliveries of COVAX vaccines to date 
(508,800 doses). By 12 July 2021, 582,725 people had 
been vaccinated with at least one of WHO-approved 
vaccines. The country also expects the arrival of 
431,190 new doses of vaccines in July through the 
COVAX initiative.

Senegal was among the first 
countries to receive vaccines 
through the COVAX initiative

LINK TO THE PRESS RELEASE

Senegal’s Minister of Health, the UN Resident Coordinator, 
the Ambassador for the European Union, the WHO 
Representative and UNICEF Representative Silivia Danailov 
celebrate the arrival of the first shipment. 

1.5 million
Children received Vitamin A 
supplementation through routine 
services

740 villages and  
2 municipalities
Declared Free of Open Defecation 
reducing the risk of waterborne diseases

1.1 million
People received infection prevention 
and control messages

10,000
Volunteers were trained in risk 
communication and ways to better 
engage their communities

At a Glance:  
Every Child Survives and Thrives  
UNICEF-supported results in 2020

The result

95%
Of children under 1 were vaccinated 
against Measles and rubella

https://www.gavi.org/covax-facility
https://www.gavi.org/covax-facility
https://cepi.net/
https://cepi.net/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.who.int/malaria/publications/country-profiles/profile_sen_en.pdf?ua=1
https://www.worldbank.org/en/home
https://www.unicef.org/wca/press-releases/one-year-after-start-pandemic-senegal-country-will-receive-first-batch-324000-doses
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On 25 June 2020 , the government partially reopened 
schools for only examination classes. Supported by 
UNICEF, the Ministry of National Education developed 
a response plan consistent with the national strategy 
led by the Ministry of Health and Social Action to 
ensure safe school protocols. Sitting exams is never 
easy – but exams in 2020 were doubly stressful, 
considering the risk and complications presented 
by COVID-19. These fifth-grade students at Cherif 
Macky Haidara primary school in Kolda are taking the 
entrance exam to junior high school. To be safe, the 
learners were divided into four groups and sat one 
student per table and in a zig-zag formation, to ensure 
social distancing. 

All students wore masks both in and outside the 
classroom and they washed their hands before entry. 
Temperatures were taken with a thermoflash at the 
entrance and exit of the school. Alternative methods 
such as digital learning and the use of radio and 
TV programs were used nationally to ensure the 
continuation of learning and milestone exams.

CLICK HERE to read more about partial reopening of schools for the students in Kolda.

The COVID-19 pandemic and national school closures 
temporarily disrupted the education of 3.5 million 
learners, in addition to the 1.5 million children already 
out of school. UNICEF, as the lead for the Development 
Partners Thematic Group for Basic Education, supported 
the Ministry of Education to formulate and implement the 
sector’s COVID-19 Response Plan, ensuring the learning 
never stopped. Strong local development partners, 
including the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) and 
the Governments of France, the UK, Canada and Korea 
provided technical and financial assistance on the ground. 

During the school closures, in partnership with national 
institutions and service providers, UNICEF facilitated 
deployment of distance learning solutions or continuity 
measures reaching some 860,000 learners. These efforts 
were part of the larger national ‘Home-Based Learning’ 
Initiative launched in collaboration with the Government 
of Senegal, and UNICEF’s contributions were designed 
primarily to benefit vulnerable children in rural and 
underserved communities most disadvantaged by the 
‘digital divide’’. 

Through this initiative, some 269,204 children received 
individual materials including exercise books, assistive 
and digital devices, school kits and pupils’ desks and 
chairs. Learning materials aligned with the curriculum of 
each grade were used in combination with home visits 
from teachers. Learning camps were also organized 
during school holidays. A total of 360 visually and hearing-
impaired learners received accessible learning materials, 
e.g. in braille or using assistive/digital devices. In addition 
to the launch of a national education channel on TV and 
digital learning platforms, UNICEF also supported the 
roll-out of a national radio-based learning programme for 
literacy and numeracy, reaching some 653,000 learners 
in partnership with national radio operators and 120 
community radio stations. 

To further mitigate the impact of school closures on 
learning outcomes, UNICEF successfully advocated 
for the introduction of additional sessions for national 
examinations and the automatic promotion of pupils to 
higher grades. These measures were critical in reducing 
the impact of school closures on repetition and drop-out. 

Finally, as the situation permitted, UNICEF supported the 
safe reopening of 5,954 educational institutions (including 
Quranic schools, preschools, primary and secondary 
schools, as well as all teacher training institutions) for 
more than 1 million learners countrywide. To make the 
learning environment safer and more hygienic, UNICEF 
also supplied essential infection prevention and control 
materials, including hand-washing units and hygiene 
kits, for over 9,198 schools. UNICEF and partners also 
upgraded WASH facilities in over 7,400 schools as 
required by health/IPC protocols. Overall, more than 
426,000 out-of-school girls and boys participated in or 
were restored into, early learning, primary or secondary 
education, with UNICEF-support. 

Efforts to improve learning outcomes were also made 
through the finalization of the Multilingual Education 
Strategy, an important element of a larger strategy 
for inclusive learning. The midline evaluation of the 
pilot project to further reading instruction programmes 
in mother tongue languages confirmed significant 
improvements in literacy and numeracy skills amongst 
primary school children. The strategy should further the 
recent gains in learning outcomes at the primary level, as 
evidenced by the results of the 2019 Educational Systems 
Analysis Program (PASEC) study released in late 2020.

UNICEF also helped train of 5,840 teachers and 
inspectors, on various subjects including foundational 
teaching competencies, multi-grade teaching, double-
shift classrooms, key issues in child protection, inclusive 
education (targeting pupils with hearing impairments) and 
accelerated learning including catch-up strategies for out-
of-school children.

Learning never stopped

Sitting exams is never easy - 
but exams in June 2020 were 
doubly stressful

http://www.unicef.org/wca/stories/sitting-exams-never-easy-exams-2020-were-doubly-stressful
https://education.sn/
https://www.globalpartnership.org/
file:file:///C:/Users/ekayouli/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/Y8PQTDX7/Hyperlink%253f
file:file:///C:/Users/ekayouli/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/Y8PQTDX7/Hyperlink%253f
file:file:///C:/Users/ekayouli/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/Y8PQTDX7/Hyperlink
file:file:///C:/Users/ekayouli/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/Y8PQTDX7/Hyperlink
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860,000
Learners benefited from distance 
learning initiatives

269,200
Learners received individual learning 
materials to keep learning at home

426,000
Out-of-school boys and girls 
participated in or were restored  
into learning

1 million
Learners were supported by UNICEF 
for a safe reopening of school

360
Visually and learning impaired learners 
received accessible learning materials

5,954
Education institutions safely reopened 
with UNICEF support

455,000
Children participated in skills 
development programmes

Besides impacting public health, the COVID-19 pandemic 
also augmented many of the stresses that contribute 
to violence against children. Boys and girls that were 
already vulnerable or socially excluded, such as those 
without parental care, living on the streets, in institutions 
or unsanitary conditions, were most at risk. 

At national level, UNICEF supported the Ministry of 
Family, Women, Gender and Child Protection to develop 
the Emergency Child Protection COVID-19 Plan. In 
addition to addressing the immediate risk of COVID-19, 
the plan prioritized the identification, support and social 
reintegration of at-risk children through stronger Child 
Protection District Committees and frontline workers.

Since the start of the crisis, UNICEF has supported social 
welfare  and justice services to better detect and respond 
to the protection needs of child victims of violence, abuse, 
and neglect. 6.731 children accessed services, including 
temporary care upon needs (the majority being street 
children or students residing in unsafe Quranic schools). 
UNICEF supported also national efforts for family 
reunification. Since January 2021, some 438 children 
without parental care and 184 child victims of domestic 
violence (71 girls and 19 boys) have received social, legal 
and health care services with UNICEF support. Of these, 
438 boys and 24 girls also received psychosocial support. 

Beyond the most at risk children, the COVID-19 context is 
taking heavy toll on families across the country. Some 76 
per cent of women and 68 per cent of men declared being 
psychologically impacted by the crisis21. To address these 
concerns, UNICEF supported the development of national 
guidelines for psychosocial support and ensured services to 
over 200 children and 283 families affected by COVID-19, in 
partnership with the national Red-Cross Society. 

Since January 2021, 51 social workers have been trained 
to provide psychosocial support in 28 departments 
and an additional cohort will be trained to cover all 45 
departments. Guidelines and tools have been widely 

disseminated and logistic support (vehicles, motorbikes 
and office supplies) have been provided to the Directorate 
of Social Welfare to facilitate social service work on the 
ground and reach the most vulnerable communities. 

A Joint Programme between UNICEF and UNFPA 
continued to advocate for the elimination of female 
genital mutilation (FGM). Nearly 1.5 million people were 
reached with radio programmes on children’s rights and 
FGM, developed by the Union of Community Radios, with 
the active participation of youth both as producers and 
interviewers. More than 100,000 persons participated in 
community dialogue for FGM elimination and adolescent 
girls’ development. In total, 471 traditional/religious 
leaders were engaged on child protection, including 178 
on FGM. A new National Action Plan for FGM elimination 
is currently pending approval by the government.

21 Joint rapid assessment of the impact of the COVID-19 with a gender perspective, jointly implemented by UN Women, OHCHR, the National Agency of Statistics and Demography 
and UNICEF, 2020: https://data.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/documents/Publications/RAPPORT_RGA_UN_WOMEN_SENEGAL.pdf

At a Glance: Every Child Learns  
UNICEF-supported results in 2020

The result

Children most at risk received 
special protection

Omar, 11 years old, was sent to a traditional Quranic residential 
school (a ‘Daara’) by his father. Unfortunately, the school was 
poorly managed and had become dangerous for the students. 
“I missed my home. I didn’t like living in a Daara” said Omar, 
after being supported by UNICEF to return home. His mother 
was relieved. “His father wanted him to get good education” 
she said, “but I was worried not having my son with me, always 
wondering if he was well treated and eating enough food. I am 
happy he is back home. I will never let him go back.

I missed my home“

https://socialprotection.org/connect/stakeholders/senegal-ministère-de-la-femme-de-la-famille-et-de-l’enfance-ministry-women
https://socialprotection.org/connect/stakeholders/senegal-ministère-de-la-femme-de-la-famille-et-de-l’enfance-ministry-women
https://data.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/documents/Publications/RAPPORT_RGA_UN_WOMEN_SENEGAL.pdf
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The job of protecting children like Fatim against 
violence, abuse and exploitation is shared by 
many. Law makers, judges, police officers, 
school principals, teachers, health workers – 
everyone has a role to play. UNICEF took major 
steps this last year, to further strengthen the 
quality of child protection services, and their 
linkages, across various national institutions. 
These actions can help Fatim and other children 
make it through their studies free of trauma and 
setbacks.

Within UNICEF’s technical support:

The Ministry of Education, with UNICEF support 
and in partnership with Plan International, 
disseminated the national guidance for staff 
to detect and manage child protection cases. 
Through these efforts, some 8,631 primary 
education schools are now connected to a 
platform for incident reporting.

The Ministry of Health finalized the national 
protocol for health workers to better detect 
and protect child victims of violence and 
developed handbooks for the social workforce 
to better prevent and protect children against 
violence and abuse.

The Ministry of Justice adopted national 
guidelines and protocols to coordinate the case 
management for children affected- or at risk of 
exposure to  violence. UNICEF also supported 
the Ministry to strengthen capacities of Child 
Protection District Committees nation-wide.

Child protection  
is everyone’s 
responsibility

96%
Of children removed from unsafe 
care facilities were reunited with  
their family

6,731
Children accessed protective 
services in total

100,000
Persons participated in a dialogue 
for FGM elimination

1,878
Service providers were trained on 
birth registration

Twelve-year old Fatim dreams of becoming 
a doctor. She studies at a ‘model’ Daara  

(a traditional Quranic school) in Bignona. The 
school is managed well and should give her a 

solid foundation for her future studies.

At a Glance:  
Every child 
is protected 
against 
violence, 
abuse and 
exploitation
UNICEF-supported results in 2020
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The government’s Economic and Social Resilience 
Programme, including food distribution to poorest 
households, brought much needed relief to families 
struggling to make ends meet. Social protection measures 
were expanded to better target at-risk children, and the 
government readjusted the second Priority Action Plan 
with increased social investments. These timely actions, 
supported by UNICEF and development partners, helped 
to mitigate the harshest impacts of the first wave on the 
most vulnerable.

UNICEF, as co-lead of the Social Protection Thematic 
Group jointly with International Labour Organisation (ILO), 
further advocated for the adoption of the National Single 
Registry as the main tool for identifying households 
in need and coordinating all partner responses to 
COVID-19. This enabled various actors to harmonize their 
interventions with the government, balance geographic 
coverage and prevent the implementation of parallel or 
overlapping initiatives that reach vulnerable communities.

To ensure that policies in support of children’s rights and 
wellbeing are informed by the best possible evidence, 
and to further increase investments for children during 
the pandemic, UNICEF:

Developed a joint policy brief with Save the Children 
to highlight the impacts of the pandemic on children’s 
wellbeing. Based on its recommendations, UNICEF 
advocated successively for the government to invest 
adequate resources in the health, education, child 
protection and social protection sectors within the 
adjusted national development plan.

Supported the Government in setting up a real-
time monitoring mechanism to track the demand for 
social services during the pandemic. This included 
strengthening the capacity of the National Statistics 
Agency to collect data through online surveys with 
modules that can measure household living conditions 
and the continuity of services for children during the 
pandemic.

Launched seven budget briefs providing detailed 
analytical information on the financing of social 
services. These briefs informed the action plan of the 
national Social Expenditure Monitoring Observatory 
(OSBS) and are influencing the national budget.

At local level, UNICEF pursued efforts to enhance 
transparency and accountability in the budgeting 
and planning processes of Child Friendly Territories. 
This included the development of three new local 
development plans aimed at improving the situation of 
children at the commune-level. UNICEF provided strategic 
orientation for the planning exercises while reinforcing 
the ownership of local governments to fulfil children’s 
rights. Adolescents and young people that participate in 
Child Councils (CMEs) were engaged in civic initiatives 
such as distribution of masks, community mobilization to 
promote behavior change in the context of COVID-19.

Recognizing the power of adolescent girls and young 
women to make a difference in their communities 
during the pandemic period and beyond, UNICEF 
sustained and even expanded existing empowerment 
and skills development efforts. Direct support is being 
provided to more intensive “bootcamp trainings”, 
mentorship programmes and incubator funds for 
digital, social entrepreneurship and innovation areas. 
Rovio, a private sector partner of the Finnish National 

Committee of UNICEF, is helping the most vulnerable 
girls in and out of school to acquire skills which will 
allow them to join innovative sectors of the workforce. 
These efforts represent one piece in the larger puzzle 
that builds empowerment, opportunity, employment 
and gender equality in Senegal.

Adolescent girls are key  
to Senegal’s growth

Vulnerable families were reached 
with social assistance

https://www.uncdf.org/article/5480/covid-19-the-local-government-finance-response-in-senegal
https://www.uncdf.org/article/5480/covid-19-the-local-government-finance-response-in-senegal
https://www.ilo.org/ipec/Regionsandcountries/Africa/Senegal/WCMS_202292/lang--en/index.htm
https://senegal.savethechildren.net/
http://www.ansd.sn/
http://www.ansd.sn/
https://childfriendlycities.org/senegal/
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The COVID-19 pandemic revealed the connectedness 
between nations, communities and people. In addition 
to confirming that disease knows no borders, the year 
also provided evidence of true international solidarity. 

The global support for Senegal and the country’s 
children, adolescents and youth increased 
significantly. UNICEF is grateful for the trust vested 
in the organization and its financial partners around 
the world, and recognizes substantial contributions 
from the Governments of Canada, China, France, 
Japan, Korea (KOICA), the US (USAID), and the 
UK (FCDO), as well as the World Bank, the Global 
Partnership for Education, UNICEF’s national 
committees of Canada, France, Finland and Spain.

Common challenges need collective efforts to solve 
– and everyone, regardless of their background, 
has something to give. Some of our partners didn’t 
give money – they gave time, ideas, innovations, 
specialized services or technologies, technical 
expertise and inspiration to the effort. UNICEF 
Senegal has fostered engagements between the 
private sector as well as civil society and youth-led 
NGOs, bringing together Mastercard Foundation, 
Sanofi, Rovio, the Senegalese Red Cross Society 
and others to advance the agenda of children’s 
rights in these difficult times. UNICEF is grateful to 
all partners in Senegal for the year of unprecedented 
social mobilization to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.

None of this 
would have 
been possible 
without strong 
partnerships

UNICEF engages with businesses not just as donors, but 
as programmatic partners, recognizing their immense 
potential to make a difference in the lives of children. 
UNICEF forges “shared value partnerships” that 
leverage the private sector’s technology, supply chains, 
innovations and specialized services across Senegal 
and globally, to bring programmes to scale faster, better 
and most cost-effectively. The private sector is critical in 
influencing policy, closing the digital divide in Senegal, 

and fully harnessing the power of social media to elevate 
voices of adolescents and youth. Mastercard Foundation, 
for example, has joined forces with UNICEF to support 
the Senegalese Government’s response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The partnership is supporting the medical 
response to COVID-19 and sustaining the infection 
prevention and control efforts driven by adolescents and 
youth.

How is UNICEF engaging with  
the private sector?

https://senegal.un.org/fr/99031-senegal-la-chine-offre-1-million-de-dollars-pour-ameliorer-la-prise-en-charge-des-enfants
https://www.unicef.org/wca/stories/japan-and-unicef-partner-support-senegal-its-covid-19-response
file:///C:/Users/ekayouli/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/Y8PQTDX7/MasterCard%20Foundation
https://www.sanofi.com/
https://www.rovio.com/
https://www.ifrc.org/en/what-we-do/where-we-work/africa/senegalese-red-cross-society/
https://mastercardfdn.org/our-work/where-we-work-in-africa/senegal/
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Civil society organisations are very diverse in membership, 
mandate, structure, area of operation and programmatic 
focus. UNICEF partners with national champions of child 
rights to ensure programmes are grounded in the local 
context, language, social network and culture. 

Community-based organisations may be present in 
areas that are not accessible by the state or international 
development partners, making it possible to reach every 
child with the support they need to survive and thrive.

How is UNICEF engaging with civil 
society organizations?

Red Cross volunteers conducting a home visit 
and demonstrating proper hand-washing 

techniques in partnership with UNICEF.



The race against COVID-19: Outpacing the pandemic for children in Senegal40 The race against COVID-19: Outpacing the pandemic for children in Senegal 41

Senegal performed well in the first lap of the race 
to outpace COVID-19, but there were many left 
behind. Special efforts are required to address 
urgent immediate needs and the social exclusion 
deepened by the pandemic. This will require 
restoring confidence in social services so that 
boys, girls, men and women from the most 
vulnerable communities will use them again and 
more. It also requires making sure that everyone 
is vaccinated, that services are safe for both 
staff and users and that they target directly the 
poorest, most vulnerable or hardest to reach.

Where do we go 
from here?
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The speed of the third COVID-19 
wave and concerning gaps in 
capacity make it critical to move 
quickly. There are always more 
shocks and unforeseen challenges 
just around the corner.

For example, on 16 April 2021, the Government of 
Senegal declared a national polio outbreak, following 
the detection of 15 cases between January and March. 
UNICEF, as a member of the Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative, is building on lessons from the COVID-19 
experience to ensure a swift response. Senegal however, 
is also highly vulnerable to climate change impacts and 
recent years have been marked by erratic rainfall, rising 
sea-levels, soil erosion and salinization and environmental 
degradation. These trends have increased the likelihood 
and negative impacts of floods and droughts. Therefore, 
not only is it critical to address the immediate needs 
related to COVID-19, but to support women, girls and 
larger communities to emerge from this period stronger 
and more resilient in general.

Over the coming year, it is critical to focus on:

Ensuring affordable and equitable vaccination

Addressing immediate needs, improving the 
coverage and quality of social services, enabling 
the most vulnerable children and adolescents to 
“bounce back” from the negative impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic

Strengthening the resilience of women, girls and 
communities

Targets this next year include:

714,460
Children receive vitamin A supplementation 
every six months

45,850
Children aged 6 to 59 months with severe 
acute malnutrition admitted for treatment

130,000
Children under 1 year vaccinated against 
Measles

1,000
Health care facility staff and community 
health workers trained on infection 
prevention and control

165,000
People access a sufficient quality of water

156,150
Children accessing appropriate water, 
sanitation and hygiene facilities and 
hygiene services in learning facilities  
and safe spaces

858,000
Children access formal or non-formal 
education, including early learning

100,000
Children access gender-based violence 
prevention and response

80,000
Children receiving individual learning materials

3,000
Households reached with humanitarian 
cash transfers across sectors

2,500
Children without parental care provided 
with alternative care arrangements

1,700
Schools implementing safe school protocols 
(infection prevention and control)

25,000
Children and caregivers accessing mental 
health and psychosocial support

100,000
School-aged children and learners from 
the poorest households receiving financial 
incentives to enroll in school

157,000
Mothers and newborns who received early 
routine postnatal care within two days

UNICEF will support some 1.7 million 
children in Senegal to bounce back from the 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Background
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COVID-19 vaccination is an urgent priority. It will save 
lives, protect Senegal’s most critical front-line health 
workers and enable a gradual return to normality. 
Although the ultimate goal is for every eligible person to 
be immunized, it matters how it is done. Not everyone 
has the same understanding of the opportunity – or the 
same ability to seize it. If the campaign does not consider 
equity, affordability and inclusive strategies that make 
it possible for everyone to take part, there is a risk that 
these efforts could further concentrate deprivation and 
disease among the most vulnerable populations.

Equitable and fair access to safe and affordable 
COVID-19 vaccines requires that:

Senegal have access to COVID-19 vaccines, in sufficient 
quantities and at affordable prices.

The Government of Senegal is supported (technically 
and financially) to prepare their health systems for this 
historic vaccine roll out.

Healthcare workers are vaccinated, equipped, prepared 
and informed (including with resources and facilities for 
hand hygiene and other infection prevention measures) 
to undertake the vaccine roll out safely.

Priority groups and those who serve them are vaccinated 
as soon as possible after healthcare workers. This 
includes teachers, child protection and social workers, 
other essential workers and groups who can help 
children and communities get back to normal.

Marginalized and vulnerable communities and 
populations, have equitable access to COVID-19 
immunization services.

UNICEF places people at the heart of COVID-19 vaccine 
communications and demand strategies, focusing on 
building trust and confidence and preventing any negative 
effects on routine immunization. 

The country has an effective communication system and 
UNICEF has supported development of a communication 
plan to create a favourable environment for immunization, 
boost demand and mitigate misinformation or 
contradictory messages about the COVID-19 vaccine. 
These tie in with larger efforts to empower adolescent 
girls and young women to conduct outreach activities 
for the prevention of COVID-19, encouraging the use of 
services adapted to the needs of girls and women.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Getting everyone protected requires:

Targeting the most vulnerable 
Sharpening the focus on the most 

vulnerable communities

Strengthening systems 
For procurement and implementation 

of the vaccination campaign

Ensure affordable and  
equitable vaccination

Aminata, a nurse on the frontline at Health Center 
in Dakar have worked tirelessly over the last few 

months to support COVID-19 vaccination
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The impacts of COVID-19 do not need to be lasting. It is 
possible for Senegal to fully recover. Unfortunately, many 
families and individual children need targeted assistance 
to survive this difficult period and “bounce back” from 
the shock. UNICEF will therefore concentrate efforts in 
the most vulnerable communities. This will require:

Getting the most vulnerable children the services 
they need to survive and thrive: This requires delivery of 
an integrated multi-sectoral package of child-friendly and 
gender-transformative health and nutrition programmes 
at community level, adapted for the COVID-19 era, with 
a special focus on the most vulnerable communities and 
adolescent girls. More specifically, UNICEF will support 
provision of essential supplies and equipment, training for 
healthcare workers, and micronutrient supplementation, 
including prevention of anaemia in girls.

Making the delivery of services safer and more 
hygienic: Expanding the package of water, sanitation and 
hygiene services to better prevent and control COVID-19 
infections and ensure the continuity of quality services. 
This will involve training for services providers in IPC and 
hygiene, including menstrual hygiene.

Closing gaps in learning through school reintegration 
and/or vocational training programs for children 
outside the education system (see special feature box). 
This will involve:

Support for “second chance” education to smooth 
reintegration of school-age children who have dropped 
out of school or who have not yet been to school. This 
includes support for “bridging classes” for children and 
adolescents in regions with the lowest enrolment rates.

Implementation of the national program for learning in 
national languages. This requires understanding better 

the linguistic environment of school-aged children and 
producing learning materials and training programmes for 
teachers in mother-tongue languages. UNICEF support 
will target regions with the lowest reading performance 
in elementary school.

Supporting alternative education services for school-age 
children, mostly boys who are cared for in traditional 
Quranic schools (‘daaras’) in regions with the highest 
proportions of children out of school.

Supporting one-off cash transfers to boost enrolment of 
children in the next school year. Backed by existing social 
protection programs, and targeting regions with the 
highest dropout or weakest transition rates, cash transfers 
will be released in two stages: a first unconditional 
tranche delivered before the start of the school year, and 
a second part conditional on the effective participation 
of students at the end of the first term. This program 
will benefit students from the poorest households, the 
majority of whom are girls.

Protecting the most vulnerable: In many cases, children 
need special services to protect them from violence, 
abuse and exploitation or to address the trauma, injury 
or deprivation that holds them back. UNICEF therefore 
will provide:

Support to strengthen prevention, detection, reporting 
and management of child protection cases – and to 
expand the range of social, legal and health services 
designed to prevent violence and protect children. This 
may include temporary care and family reintegration.

Ensuring access to a legal identity by promoting birth 
registration and civil status regularisation for older 
unregistered children (see special feature box), with 
a particular focus on health and education sectors’ 
standardized cooperation with civil registry.

Bouncing back from COVID-19 requires:

Catch-up and reintegration 
for the most vulnerable boys and  

girls through targeted support

Restoring confidence in services 
by boosting safety, quality and 

coverage of services for children

Improving the coverage and quality  
of social services, helping children 
“bounce back” from COVID-19
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“Parents don’t always recognize the use of registering their 
babies, but when the mother gives birth in a health center, 
we get her contact and invite her to a postnatal checkup

Oumy Thian, head of the maternity ward at the Moricounda Health 
Center in Sédhiou. In the southern Casamance region, where births 
are not systematically registered, working directly with health workers 
can be a game changer. Oumy Thiam therefore not only increases the 
chances of Baby Yatma’s survival and good health, but ensures her 
entry into government registrars and protection before the law.

Birth registration, a child’s first legal proof 
of identity, slowed down due to pandemic. 
Before the crisis, one in four children under 
the age of one was not registered with the civil 
registry. Unfortunately, the social and economic 
restrictions imposed to manage COVID-19 
further restricted births in facilities and the 
functioning of civil status offices and the 
mobile hearings that support the regularization 
of children not declared in the civil registry. 
Altogether, it is estimated up to 128,145 
unregistered children are likely to have missed 
registration last year.

Without a birth certificate, children are 
invisible to their government and may miss 
out on school, protective services and health 
care. Birth registration for example, is key to 
obtaining the civil status document required to 
take the entrance examination into sixth grade. 
In 2020, around 11 per cent of children enrolled 
in preschool and 23 per cent in primary did 
not have a civil status document22. This means 
thousands of students every year are at risk of 
being excluded from learning. Lack of an official 
proof of age also frustrates national efforts to 
prevent early marriage of girls.

However, it is possible to catch up. UNICEF 
supports the government’s action plan to 
modernize civil registration, which involves 
integration of birth registration procedures 
in health facilities and schools. Over the last 
year, UNICEF trained over 1,875 focal-points in 
new procedures and introduced the Rapid Pro 
platform in two regions, providing real-time 
monitoring of results. UNICEF also worked with 
a wide range of partners to conduct a national 
communication campaign and mobilization of 
communities in targeted regions. These efforts 
must be accelerated. UNICEF aims to increase 
birth registration by 10 per cent in the Dakar and 
the Central and Southern regions over the next 
two years. This should close the gap and ensure 
that children born during COVID-19 do not 
suffer lasting consequences of the pandemic.

Special Feature: 
Birth Registration

CLICK HERE to read the full story of Oumy’s support to Baby Yatma  
and birth registration

http://www.unicef.org/wca/stories/strengthening-link-between-civil-registration-and-health-services
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Empowerment of women and girls 
With respect to their leadership role 

as agents of lasting change

Resilience requires:

There is a growing demand from girls and women in 
Senegal that nothing should be done for them without 
them. In 2021, UNICEF Senegal is conducting a 
comprehensive consultation with adolescents and youth 
in eight regions of the country to better understand their 
situation, needs, preferences and concerns for the future. 
Focus group discussions and community dialogue will 
take place on various topics, including: learning, climate 
change and environmental degradation, mental health, 
gender equality, and civic & community engagement. 
This will help the organization better position itself to 
support the next generation of leaders in country. It will 
also empower women and girls to act as champions to 
reduce risk in their communities, prepare for the next 
shock and manage future stresses through awareness 
raising, social mobilization and skills building.

Actions over the next two years will include expanding 
opportunities for girls and women to act as leaders 
for planning, social mobilization and implementation 
of local initiatives. This will include skills training in 
useful technologies, social innovations and social 
entrepreneurship. Associations and networks with 
women and girls in the lead will be empowered to:

Promote essential family practices for the 
development and protection of young children and 
adolescents: This includes training and technical support 
for community actors that promote practice that improve 
the survival, growth and healthy development of the child.

Support communities to improve basic hygiene 
practices and Community Led Total Sanitation (CLTS). 
Community leaders, primarily women, will be supported 
to manage participatory and inclusive approaches to 

improving hygiene practices. As much as possible, the 
promotion of hygiene practices will include menstrual 
hygiene management and health and nutrition-seeking 
practices.

Help communities talk about how to prevent and 
respond to violence, abuse and harmful practices 
affecting children, especially girls. This action will 
support mass, digital and local communications led by 
networks of community-level actors.

Promote the education, protection and participation 
of girls in school. This requires promotion of the teaching 
profession among women, who currently represent 
only about a third of the number of primary teachers, 
and mobilisation of existing elementary and secondary 
teachers to sustain actions that benefit of girls in schools. 
This will also include establishment of “self-help clubs” 
for girls at school level.

UNICEF is also committed to ensuring that emergency 
preparedness and response is increasingly child and 
gender-sensitive. In addition to strengthening national 
capacities for information management, UNICEF will be 
conducting new studies on the effectiveness of cash 
transfer programmes; a socio-anthropological study on 
the perception of the young girls and a gender-analysis of 
health in communities. Improved analysis on the impacts 
of crisis should help coordination bodies to sharpen 
targeting, better consider vulnerability, equity and gender 
equality in COVID-19 responses and measure progress in 
delivering results for children.

Strengthening the resilience of 
women, girls and communities

Social mobilization and skills building 
to be better prepared at 

community level

CLICK HERE to watch Oumou full story.

Oumou Kalsoum Diop, 18, hears stories from 
the girls in her community. Stories that need to 
be shared, she says. Sexual assaults have been 
on the rise during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Young women are stuck at home, sometimes 
with their attacker.

https://features.unicef.org/teen-girl-activist/?fbclid=IwAR0e1HCJOQLTZgDAbFUiJXyFkvebI5XjV9dtH4dOytML4eRQL4zrSVETJFs
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Adolescents and youth have the right to participate 
in decisions that affect their lives and futures and 
UNICEF is committed to furthering their engagement, 
empowerment and meaningful contribution to their 
communities. In 2021, UNICEF Senegal is conducting 
a comprehensive consultation with adolescents 
and youth in eight regions of the country to better 
understand their situation, needs and preferences. 
Focus group discussions and community dialogue 
will take place on various topics, including: learning 
and skill-building, climate change, mental health, 
gender equality, and civic & community engagement. 
This will help the organization better position itself to 
support the next generation of leaders in country.

At the same time, UNICEF will be expanding 
opportunities for meaningful participation in social 
mobilization, civic dialogue and local and national 
planning processes. For example, UNICEF supports 

the establishment of children’s councils in local 
government or at school level, aiming at providing 
a space for children to participate in decision-
making impacting their lives. UNICEF also support 
child-sensitive budgets and local plans to ensure 
appropriate channeling of resources for services 
reaching children. In addition, we are developing 
a system for monitoring and following-up social 
services targeting children.

We will keep empowering 
adolescents and youth

Young people are an active 
force driving change.  
We must listen to them and  
co-create with them as they 
take hold of the future
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CLICK HERE to read the full Humanitarian Action Appeal for Children 2021

UNICEF Senegal Country Office 
UNICEF Bureau Regional pour l’Afrique de l’Ouest et du Centre  

P.O. Box 29720,  
Yoff Dakar, Senegal

© United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), July 2021

For more information please contact Emna Kayouli,  
Partnerships and Resource Mobilization Specialist at ekayouli@unicef.org

Helping the most vulnerable 
children bounce back from 
COVID-19 requires your support.
UNICEF launched an emergency  
appeal for 2021 that includes  
these funding targets:

UNICEF’s work for children is funded entirely through individual donations and the voluntary 
support of government, civil society and private sector partners.

COVID-19 reaffirmed the importance of flexible funding. It allows for rapid, efficient and  
agile emergency response while also sustaining essential longer-term programming that 
builds resilience.

Health 
US$ 1,175 million
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Education and 
learning  

US$ 5.8 million

Water, sanitation 
and hygiene  
US$ 2 million

Nutrition 
US$ 3 million

Child protection,  
Gender-based  

violence in emergencies 
and prevention of sexual 
abuse and exploitation 

US$ 2 million

Social protection 
and cash transfers 

US$ 960,000

https://www.unicef.org/media/86606/file/2021-HAC-Senegal.pdf
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